
   

 

 

WELCOME TO  

AMERICUS 
    

                                          FOUNDED IN 1857 

  

PLANNING & ZONING BOARD 
City Hall 

1st Monday  @ 7:00 p.m.  

AMERICUS RECREATION 
ORGANIZATION 
USD 251 Cafeteria  

3rd Wednesday @ 7:00 p.m.  

CITY COUNCIL  
BUSINESS MEETING 

City Hall 
2nd Tuesday @ 7:00 p.m.  

FIRE BOARD MEETING 
Library  

2nd Wednesday @ 7:30 p.m.  

TOWNSHIP LIBRARY BOARD 
Library 

4th Monday @ 5:30 p.m.  

MUNICIPAL COURT 
City Hall 

2nd Wednesday @ 3:00 p. m. 

AMERICUS TOWNSHIP 
Library 

Last Tuesday  @ 7:30 p.m.  

RWD #1 BOARD 
3rd Tuesday @ 7:30 
Water Board Office 

 

6th -  Austin Westcott 
     Carri Stewart 
7th -  Stanielle Stewart 
8th -  Michelle Zumbrum 
9th -  David Goldsmith III  
11th -Shirley Vincent 
14th -Dale Weber 
15th - Anita Westcott 
      Maddie Arb 
      Andrew Siebert 
16th - Jake Byrd 
17th - Mark Krueger 
18th - Tripp Darbro 
21st - Justin Arb 
      Ryker Hinrichs 
      Dillon Riley  
22nd - Justin Johnson 
23rd - Vicki Lieberum 
      Gretchen Russell 
      Kayla Mowery 
24th - Roberta Lewis 
      John Milner 
      Jim Theas 
      Todd Preisner 
26th - Jasmine Gerleman 
27th - David Goldsmith, Jr. 
      Elise Succi 
28th - Bill Duncan 
      Elizabeth Spain  
           Joyce Buckridge 
29th - John Brown 
30th - Linda Soetebier 
      Owen Morgan 

Bryan & Susan Finney 
November 3rd 

Joe & Terri Zumbrum 
November 8th 

Joe & Ulane Rhine 
November 27th 

 

City Hall will be closed on 

November 11th to observe  

City Hall will be closed; 
Thursday, November 11th  

to observe 

Veterans Day 
& 

November 25 & 26 

for Thanksgiving 

November 11, 2021 
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Americus Police      
       Department 
    Non emergency number: 620-487-5899 

 
 05.29.21    Issac Taylor, Emporia 
  Illegal tag & no Insurance  $633.00 
11.24.20     Summer Rush, Americus 
  No dog registration x2 

Dog at large x2             $343.00 
 

 
 

 

 Code Enforcement    

October violation notices served 

No violation notices were 
served in October.  

 

AMERICUS 

POLICE 

    

       Contact for tickets:  . 

 

Jakob Edmunds 
620-344-0626 
Wayne Lee 
620-340-2465 
or any Masonic Lodge 

 

The Thunderbird will be at John North 
Ford , 3002 W. US Hwy 50 in Emporia 

the week of Veterans' Day.  

Americus United 

   Methodist church 
     413 Walnut 
 

     will be hosting a  

     pancake/biscuit                               

& gravy breakfast on 
 

Saturday, November 6th 

Serving begins at 

7am and ends at 10am.  

Freewill donations accepted.  
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 From City Hall:  

     The following minutes are from the October 12th business meeting. As of print time the minutes have not been approved by the council.  

CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL: Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Dustin Wright. Council members present were 
BURTON, BIRK and NUESSEN. Council member Hamlin arrived at 7:01 p.m. Hinrichs arrived at 7:27 p.m. via phone, in person at 
8:13 p.m. Also present were City Clerk Marcia Johnson, City Attorney Steve Atherton and maintenance Nick Gadino.  
VISITORS/PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: Cheryl Henry, Tim Burton and Jerry Vorhees. Steve Winter arrived at 7:07 p.m.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: August 10, 2021, September 14, 2021 and October 11, 2021. Moved by HINRICHS to approve the 
minutes of August 10th. Motion seconded by NUESSEN, 3-0-2 vote, HAMLIN and BIRK abstained. Moved by NUESSEN to ap-
prove the minutes of September 14th. Motion seconded by BIRK. 4-0-1 vote, HINRICHS abstained. Moved by HINRICHS to ap-
prove the minutes of October 11th. Motion seconded by NUESSEN. 3-0-2 vote, HAMLIN and BURTON abstained.  
BILLS TO PAY: Moved by HAMLIN to pay the October bills in the amount of $59,987.25, pending payment to Coffman Construc-
tion once payment is received from Emporia Community Foundation. Motion seconded by BURTON, 4-0 vote.  
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES: Nick Gadino reported from maintenance, the department has been mowing, weed 
eating and burning at the brush pile. There is around 500 gallons of oil left they are using to do radius work. Nick will be meeting 
with Charles Schwindamann of Kansas Rural Water next week to talk about sewer lines and what lines can be repaired with 
ARPA funds.   
City Clerk gave the council a copy of the city code that covers placing a patio area in front of commercial buildings. Cindy Jensen 
will be here to begin the cities audit in the next couple weeks.  
ADOPT THE AGENDA: Moved by HAMLIN to adopt the agenda with moving of agenda item #1 until all council members are 
present. Motion seconded by NUESSEN, 4-0 vote.  
1.   PLANNING & ZONING: Article XIV, Section 10, No. 7 of the P&Z Code. City Clerk Johnson contact Kansas Manufactured 
Housing Association. The KMHA sent a minimum habitability requirement that could be used for a draft. There is a way to check 
for HUD requirement approval on mobile/manufactured homes. There was discussion on keeping an age limit (proposed 25 
years, currently 10 years), inspection requirements, annual inspections at owners’ cost. Also not allowing the demolish of trailers 
in the park. The council took comments from visitors. The Planning and Zoning Board will revisit the issue and present a proposal 
to the council. The council is asking for inspection requirements (initial and yearly), no demolishing within the park and age limit in 
the proposal. 

2.   PLANNING & ZONING:  Water Dist. Membership charge. City Clerk Johnson reported on research, there are 5 water districts 
in Lyon County. RWD #1 charges $3,000.00 plus installation of the meter plus an application fee of $75.00. RWD #2 charges 
$3,000.00 meter fee with an application fee of $50.00 that credits to the $3,000.00. RWD #3 charges $4,000.00 for a benefit unit, 
includes meter, well, setter, ring, setter and on joint of pipe not to exceed 20 feet. RWD #4 charges $3,000.00 for a benefit unit, 
plus cost of installation for service. RWD #5 charges $4,500.00 including the application fee of $50.00. Kansas Rural Water Gen-
eral Manager Elmer Ronnebaum estimated the state average of $2,500.00. 

3.   MAINTENANCE: Condition of patch on parking area in the 700 block of Main Street. BURTON meet with Matt Collins of Lyon 
County, there is an area 16’x8’ that needs repair.  They provided a sealant for the area. The sealant was to be placed on the en-
tire area, only the cracks were sealed. The county propose that the county will mill the area out and replace the asphalt. The cost 
of the asphalt would be split between the county and the city. Moved by BIRK to accept the county’s offer to fix a 16’x8’ area. Mo-
tion seconded by NUESSEN, 4-0 vote. 

4.   ROLLING HILLS BAR & GRILL: Liquor license renewal. Owner Angie Brockelman has received her state license and will get 
a copy to the city. Moved by HAMLIN to approve Rolling Hills liquor license renewal pending proof of state license. Motion se-
conded by BURTON, 4-0 vote. 

5.   STANDARD TRAFFIC ORDINANCE: Adoption of ordinance 605. Moved by BIRK to adopt ordinance 605 (Standard Traffic 
Ordinance). Motion seconded by NUESSEN, 4-0 VOTE. 

6. UNIFORM PUBLIC OFFENCE CODE: Adoption of ordinance 606.  Move by NUESSEN to adopt ordinance 606 (Uniform 
Public Offence Code). Motion seconded by BURTON, 4-0 vote. 

Moved by HAMLIN to modify the agenda and move agenda item #9 up. Motion seconded by BURTON, 4-0 vote.  
7. EXECUTIVE SESSION: Employee matters. Motioned by HAMLIN to go into executive session for non-elected personnel mat-

ters at 7:53 for 15 minutes with the council, mayor, legal and city clerk present. Motion seconded by BURTON, 4-0 vote. 
Out of executive session at 8:03. Mayor Dustin Wright appointed Brian Anstey as Assistant City Clerk/ Treasurer with the contin-
gency he can be bonded.  
8. PROJECT PLAYSCAPE: Projects. HINRICHS has applied for tax exemption. The Emporia Community Foundation cannot 
apply for tax exemption. The Invoice for Coffman Construction will need to be paid by the city in order to be exempt from sales 
tax. Match Day is coming up. Information was placed in the October newsletter. HINRICHS is asking for help from the council to 
distribute the information. The match will go toward the splash pad project. Match day is Nov. 15th. HINRICHS updated the council 
on the progress at the ball park. The light poles are going up and electrical lines being ran as weather permits. Score boards are 
being ordered. The infield will be 2” of screenings with the top being red clay. HINRICHS is getting bids on the plumbing inside of 
the concessions stand building. 

9. RECYCLE CENTER: Pickup of trailer, future of recycle building. The city won the bid on a recycle trailer. Once confirmation 
of payment is received by Purple Wave the city can go get the trailer. Council discussed selling the current recycle building. Con-
sensus of council to put the building out for sealed bid with the city reserves the right to reject any or all bids. 

Jerry Voorhees, Cheryl Henry, Steve Winter and Tim Burton left at 7:53 p.m.   

Moved by NUESSEN to adjourn at 8:17 p.m. Motion seconded by BIRK 5-0 vote.  
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  Jakob Edmunds   
  620-344-0626 
  Wayne Lee  
                        620-340-2465 
.  or any Masonic    
                       Lodge  member. 

 

165 Years & Going Strong 
 

Americus will be turning 165 years 

young in 2022 
 

If you would like to be a part of the celebration in 2022 

we are looking for volunteers.  

 

bring your ideas and join in.  

You may contact us at AmericusDays165@gmail.com 

or contact David Goldsmith at 913-526-8253 Or City Hall at  443-5655 

               

                 

           Newsletter 

        Subscriptions 

            Available!! 
You may now subscribe to the 

Americus Newsletter. 
Subscriptions are $1 per month. 

Subscriptions are for a full 
calendar year ($12) with 2021 
being prorated for $1 (Dec.)  

 
Just drop $1 for 2021 or 

$13 for the remainder of this 
year and 2022 by City Hall along 
with the name and address the 

newsletter is to be sent.  

CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS MEETING AGENDA (AS OF PRINT TIME) 

TUESDAY, November 9th, 2021 - 7:00 pm City Hall 

PLANNING & ZONING: Article XIV, Section 10, No. 7 of the P&Z Code.  
PROJECT PLAYSCAPE: Projects update.  
SURPLUS EQUIPMENT:  Opening of bids on trailer.  
CASEY’S GENERAL STORE: CMB Licquor License renewal.  
CHRISTMAS PARADE: Approval of Santa’s travel funds and donation for treats.  
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Advanced voting will be at the Lyon County Court House from 8:00am - 5:00pm starting Octo-

ber 18th until Nov. 1st at noon.  

1% Sales Tax On August 19th the Lyon County Commission passed a Resolution request-

ing the extension of the current 1% -county-wide sales tax to be placed on the ballot for the November 2nd 

election. This is not a new tax, but an extension of the current sales tax. If passed the tax would be extend-

ed for 15 years. The money from this tax is being used in Americus for the chip and seal of the streets.  

              TUESDAY, November 2, 2021 

                  at the Masonic Lodge 

                 500 Broadway Street 

Dustin Wright During my past 

four years as Mayor, I have not only 

been active with the Americus City 

Counsel but in the private sector of our 

community in developing ideas for the 

betterment of our community and look-

ing at future growth opportunities for 

our community.   
One of my first accomplishments with 
the counsel was the negotiation and 
purchase of the building known as the 

Senior Center in Americus. It has now become the Americus 
Community Center which is available to the public for events, 
meetings, and other activities. I have been actively involved in 
the implementation of the new ball fields project in conjunc-
tion with Project Playscape. Both projects will be benefiting 
the youth of our community for generations. The council has 
implemented a fund designated for Youth Betterment which 
can be used for any existing project improvements or new 
projects for the community. Future upkeep and maintenance 
of projects could be paid for through the Youth Betterment 
Fund. In my spare time, I have been active in cleaning up and 
rehabbing several distressed and deteriorating properties in 
Americus. I have volunteered for Farm to Table, delivering 
fresh food to members of our community as well as multiple 
projects to raise funds for Project Playscape, and various oth-
er community activities.  My vision for the community of 
Americus is to look at each issue individually and how it af-
fects each constituent and make decisions that are the best 
for the community as a whole.  I look forward to continuing 
to build on what we’ve accomplished the last four years and 
serving as a voice for our citizens of all ages. 
 

Jesse McKee I am a sales spe-

cialist for Fastenal Company. I am 
currently serving on the board for 
Americus Recreation Organization. 
I have served now for 2 years. I am 
running for mayor because I want 
to continue to help the city and 
community of Americus to contin-
ue to grow and improve however 
we can. 

Running for the Mayor’s seat are Jesse 
McKee and incumbent Dustin Wright. The 
Mayor serve a 4 year term.   

Meet the Candidates…. 
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The City of Americus has 2 positions on 

the council  and the Mayor’s seat up for 

election this year.  

                   

 

Veronica Dean I have 

worked for the State of Kansas 

since 2007 as a Abstract Section 

Coordinator.  Currently, I work 

with the counties to determine 

their appraised tax values.  I also 

assist with the process to set their 

mill levy to verify their information 

is charging the correct mill levy 

per taxing district.  I assist other 

staff in working with Utility com-

panies. I have an Associate’s Degree in General Studies from 

Allen County  Community College.  I also have an Associate 

Degree in Health Information Technology and a Bachelors 

Degree in Health Information Technology from Washburn 

University. I am currently an active member of the Americus 

Recreational Organization and the Treasurer for the Americus 

Fire Dept. I want to make Americus a place where my children 

will want to stay.  We moved to this community because of 

how friendly and welcoming it felt.  I want to continue that 

within the community.  Before moving to Americus, I was pre-

viously a volunteer at St. Francis and Stormont Vail hospitals 

in Topeka. I believe that we need to find a way to bring peo-

ple into our community and work towards better communica-

tion within the community. My approach to government is to 

do the right by the taxpayers while not overstepping the gov-

ernment’s reach.  I want the taxpayers to see the community 

government to become better and more open to the public.  

While working with other City Council members, it is best to 

be respectful and provide adequate respect to each member, 

even if without agreeing with their point of view.   

 

Britney Hinrichs I am the Ex-
ecutive Associate for Emporia State 
University. I do grant writing & fund-
raising for Project Playscape (2010 & 
2012 Park Install, current Americus 
Ballfield Project & future splashpad) I 
have served as council member for 9 
years, Project Playscape President for 
11 years, Rep on the Fire Station Plan-
ning Board for 1 year, Americus Fire 
Board I am currently in my first year, 
Americus Lending Library at the Park, 
4th year active with the NHHS Boost-
er Club, coordinator of the Americus 

Christmas Parade and Cookies with Sant Event for 8+ years. I 
have served on the Americus/NLC PTO for 7 years, Emporia 
MOPS—(Lyon County Moms) for 2 years leadership team. I 
believe the top issues affecting the City of Americus are our 
future budget, growth and improvement (residential housing, 
business & amenities, escaping the “bedroom community” 
title. Community Outreach & Event to promote growth. Fol-
low city regulations and codes and update those outdated or 
that need to better meet our small community. I am very 
thorough in problem solving and research issues comparable 
prior to making a decision. I also collect opinions and experi-
ences from community members and other council members. 
I am very efficient (keep in mind costs, options, weigh pros & 
cons). I hear both sides of issues before making a decision on 
how I favor. I appreciate working with other council members 
but also considerate of others’ opinions when not aligned 
with my own. I work to achieve the best possible outcomes to 
issues, even when I may not be familiar with an issue.  

Lea Hamlin Got her BSE in 2004 

from Emporia State University and 

has been teaching for 16 years.  Cur-

rently, she is in her 7th year at North-

ern Heights High School as a busi-

ness/PE teacher and Athletic Director. 

Lea was on the committee that 

worked to implement Community 

Service as a graduation requirement 

for the students of Northern Heights 

High School. Lea has been a member 

of the Americus City Council since 2008. Serving as parks 

"director" for the city. She has been a co-chair for Project 

Playscape since 2010 and served as Co-President for NLC PTO 

for 3 years. Lea feels that the important issues for the City are 

to manage the budget, maintain the current tax rate (Mill 

Levy) as best the council can, while finding ways to improve 

the City and encourage new families to move in.  Listening to 

the concerns of our city residents is important to Lea.  They 

are the building blocks for growth.  

Running for the 2 council positions are Veronica 
Dean, incumbent Britney Hinrichs and incum-
bent Lea Hamlin. Council members serve a 4 
year term.   

Meet the Candidates…. 
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Call us to schedule your  

      Patio Party 
 

*  Graduation, *  Birthday,  

 *  Reunion *  Just a get together  

We are your party headquarters.  

Harry & Lloyds                                                           
Sports Bar  608 Main Street  ~ Phone 443-5066 
             Give us a call for carry-out service  

     

Open  

Tuesday - Thursday  5:00 p - 8:00 p 

Friday & Saturday 5:00 p - 2:00 a  

Sunday 3:00 p - 7:00 p 

Check us out on Social Media for 

live music on weekends.  
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        Americus United  
             Methodist Church 
                        413 Walnut,  Americus, KS 
   620-443-5371 

 
                  

                 Adult   Sunday School  
                                            Sundays at 9:30 am                          

           Worship Service 
                                        Sundays at 10:30 am 
  Children’s Sunday School 
                            During services      

                    

  Americus  Community Food Pantry     
        The pantry will be pre-boxed pickup only  
   Tuesday        Saturday 
  

              November 2  November 20  

          6:30 pm. - 8:00 pm.        10:00 am. - 11:30 am.  
 

  Open to anyone in need.  No Restrictions. 

Doors open 30 minutes before start time.  
Social distancing practices will be in place.  

During services a nursery is available.  

We invite all to join us.  

        

Countryside  

Baptist  Church  
        6 First Street,  P.O. Box  524  

Americus, KS  66835  
    

  Sunday  

  9:30 a.m.  Sunday School for all ages                             
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship (nursery available)                    
        
 WEDNESDAY    
 

  6:30 p.m.      Youth Group for grades K thru 12          
  6:30 p.m.      Christian programs for adults      
     

   For more information:         

      For Sunday School, call Brenda at (620)366-1965 

      For Youth Group, call Carla at (620) 794-1361 

      For a Bus Ride to Church, call (620)443-5177 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
     

 

 

 
 

 
Keep up to date on Americus Recreation  

Organization Facebook page  
or Americusrec.com  

   
  for  more information contact :  

Jesse McKee 620-757-1979 

E-mail the ARO board at:  

americusrec@gmail.com  
Visit our web page at: 

 www.americusrec.com 
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Air Conditioning  

Specialists 

 

        ~ Heating 

 

     ~ Cooling   

 

     ~ Refrigeration   

 

      ~ Free Estimates  

    Casey Crist  620.343.0889

EK REAL ESTATE, INC 

1201 W. 6th - Emporia, Ks 

Financing!  Americus is eligible for 

100% Rural Development financing. 

Ask us about first time home buyers grants available for 

qualified buyers.   

Lacie Hamlin -  Cell:  (620) 481- 0213  

Email: laciehamlin@gmail.com 

The library is collecting pop tabs for the Ronald McDonald House  

Charities of Northeast Kansas (Topeka).  When aluminum pop tabs are 

sent they are taken to a recycling center. The money then to goes back 

into the House for general operating expenses.  

Americus Township Library 

710 Main Street/ PO BOX 404 

Phone: 443-5503  Fax: 443-5218 

Email: americuslibrary@gmail.com 

Webpage: americus.lib.nckls.org 

Facebook: americuslibrary.facebook.com 

Library Hours: 

Mon, Wed, Fri: 1pm - 5:30pm 

Tues, Thurs: 9a - 12p and 1p - 5:30p 

Sat: 9a—12p (afternoon closed) 

Sunday: closed 

Do you think you would  

qualify for HOME BOUND  

LIBRARY SERVICES?   

Call us to see how we can 

help! 

We have many new books for your enjoyment 

and will be glad to Interlibrary Loan anything 

you may need. 

Story times on Thursdays 
beginning September 9th 
will be Grab and Go, with 
bags with activities and 
crafts for preschoolers. 
10:00 to 10:30 a.m.  Please 
let us know if you are  
interested. 
  

The Crayon Initiative is a wonderful  
organization.  When you donate your unwanted or bro-
ken crayons, they will recycle them into new ones.  These 
new crayons are then donated to schools, hospitals, or art 

programs.  The library has a drop-box! 

We will be closed 

Nov. 11th to observe 

Veterans Day and 

November 25th for 

Thanksgiving. 

 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

Check out this 3 bed, 2 

bath home on an extra 

large corner lot.  Large 

front deck, 2 car attached 

garage. 152,500.    

Thinking of Selling your Home?  

Call us for a free Market Analysis to 

assist in determining what your home 

is worth as well as tips on  

getting it ready to put on the market.  

/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoKz5VWNQQgEA6dyJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3Fp%3DRealtor%2Bclip%2Bart%26ei%3DUTF-8%26fr%3Dyfp-t-701%26tab%3Dorganic%26ri%3D4&w=432&h=512&imgurl=dianasne
http://local.search.yahoo.com/r/_ylt=A2KJ3CX7VmNQeW0A0dfumYlQ/SIG=189eq2l1m/EXP=1348716411/**http%3a//r.ypcdn.com/1/c/rtd%3frid=ec71bdd9-c459-4a55-b219-2e08997bc99f%26ptid=YLIR%26vrid=b2vpfuj7h69eq%26lid=1812019%26tl=19%26dest=http%253A%252F%252Flocal.ya
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M.A.D. 
Plumbing & General  

                     Maintenance 

Free Estimates     
  

           Mark Dixon  

          406 Hackberry  

         Americus, Ks  

       620-443-5386 or  

         620-794-1417 

 

 

 

  
    

 Linda & Robert Clark - 620-443-5257 

   Please leave a message if no answer.   

 

 Cemetery Auxiliary  
 ATTENTION!!  
Seeking people who would like 

to see the Americus Cemetery 

look it’s best! There are many 

gravesites that need attention  

                                     beyond what the mower can do.  
 

If interested, call Cheryl Henry at 620-366-0688  
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Project Playscape 
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Lyon County 

Recycle Trailer 
   The recycle trailer is located on the south 

side of the grade 

school gym.       
   

November Schedule 

3rd & 17th 

December Schedule 

8th & 22nd 

 more information on renting the  
Americus Community Center  

call Americus City Hall at 620-443-5655. 

City Hall 
Hours:  

  Monday - Friday    9:00 am - 3:00 pm 
 

PO Box 526 
Americus, KS 66835 

Phone: 620-443-5655 
Fax: 620-443-5644 

 

www.cityofamericus.municipalimpact.com 
 

Americus Police Department invites you to 

visit their Facebook page   
 

All newsletter submissions need to be into 
City Hall or emailed to 

amcitynews@gmail.com 
by the 23rd of each month.  

Americus Recycling  
Center    

 

Located behind City Hall  
 

Recycle items only. 
 

Please break down all boxes 
and rinse all containers. 

 
 
 

Empty trash containers/bags 
into bins, do not dispose of 
plastic bags in the recycle bins.  

 

702 Main St. Americus KS 66835 

620-443-5163   Member FDIC 


